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Worship Times

Pastor’s Letter 
Rev. Mac Schafer writes 
about transition. Page 2

Youth 
representatives 
Three PPC youth attend 
Triennium conference. 
Page 3

Fall events Find out 
more about upcoming 
events. Pages 4, 5, 7, 
8, 9 & 11

H
ap

p
y 

Va
lle

y 
R

d
.

P
in

na
cl

e 
Pe

ak
 R

d
.

Scottsdale Rd.

Pima Rd.
The Newsletter for Pinnacle Presbyterian Church, Scottsdale, Ariz. • September 2007

Can You Hear Me Now?
The new speaker system and acoustical 

treatments were in place in the Sanctuary on 
Sunday, Aug. 12. Comments overheard after 
the worship service have been positive.

Our sincerest thanks to all for your patience 
throughout this long process, and to those who 
have contributed and pledged financial support 
for this improvement.

Please contact Lea Collins, Business Admin-
istrator at 480.585.9448 ext. 206 or lcollins@
pinnaclepres.org to share any comments or 
questions regarding the new system.

“Bless our God, O peoples, let the sound of his praise 
be heard.” – Psalm 66:8

You’ll see new speakers in the Sanctuary, including 
the one on the wall behind Rev. Mac Schafer.

Three Worship 
Services Summer 
is almost over and 
that means Pinnacle 
Presbyterian will be 
returning to three 
Sunday worship 
services, beginning 
Sept. 16.

The 7:30 a.m. worship 
will be held in the 
Chapel; the 9:30 and 11 
a.m. worship services 
will be in the Sanctuary. 
Church school for 
children is held during 
the 9:30 a.m. service.

also...



New Connection 
Class We invite 
you to make the PPC 
congregation your place 
of worship; a place 
where you will find 
hope, love, support and 
a deepening of your 
spiritual life. The next 
New Connection Class 
for new members will be 
begin with refreshments 
at 11 a.m.  Sunday, 
Sept. 30, in the Chapel 
Conference Room.

Come Join usVistas Contributions Welcome
To make it easy for you to let others know 

what’s going on with your group or organiza-
tion, there are two ways to submit articles to 
Vistas.

Send in your contribution through the 
church Web site, www.pinnaclepres.org/vistas/
contribute.html, 
or e-mail your 
article to Pin-
nacle.Vistas@
gmail.com.
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Dear Friends and Members of Pinnacle,
The past few months of our time together as a con-

gregation have been filled with thanking the Corbett 
family for their ministry and saying goodbye. It has 
been a time of wondering what will happen next in 
the life of Pinnacle Presbyterian Church. In the midst 
of this mixture of emotion I found myself reading 
over the transition of Israelite leadership from Mo-
ses to Joshua in the Old Testament. It is interesting 
how much we can benefit from the insights of these 
scriptures:

1. At the end of Deuteronomy, “The Israelites wept for Moses in 
the plains of Moab 30 days.” The Israelites took time to grieve the loss of 
their leader. In our case, it is totally acceptable to take time to remember 
where we’ve come from as a congregation and to think about all Dr. Cor-
bett has meant to us. Change can be difficult and it is okay to miss the 
leader we have walked with in faith for so many years.

2. At the beginning of The Book of Joshua, God is the one who 
picks a new leader for the Israelites. Sometimes when we are uncertain 
of the future we want to grab control instead of trusting God with the 
future. Pinnacle will go through an interim period where we will prayer-
fully study what our mission will be in the future, then search for a new 
pastor. We will be between permanent pastors for a little while, and we 
need to trust that God will provide the right minister when the time 
comes. We are called to trust God and we have a wonderful Staff and 
Session that will lead us through this time of transition.

3. Finally, at the beginning of the Book of Joshua, God says to Joshua 
over and over, “Be strong and courageous.” God is calling us as a com-
munity and as individuals at Pinnacle to be “strong and courageous” 
during this time of transition. You are an extraordinarily gifted commu-

Pastor’s Letter

Rev. Mac Schafer

Please see LETTER on page 4

Changes Ahead for Men’s Breakfast
With Dr. Corbett’s departure, Rev. Fran Park will be coordinating the 

discussions for the Men’s Fellowship Breakfast. Also, the meeting day is 
changing to Wednesdays.

With the Middle East so much in the news, the group will be looking 
at From Beirut to Jerusalem, a book by Thomas Friedman. The book came 
out of his reporting for the New York Times from the Middle East. He has 
a very interesting perspective since he is Jewish but does not fully agree 
with that general position.

When Rev. Park and his wife, Sue, visited Israel last year with the Jew-
ish Federation of Phoenix, this book was recommended reading to pre-
pare them for the adventure. Rev. Park says it is a valid interpretation of 
what are some of the pervading causes and some of the continuing issues 
related to the complexity of Middle Eastern politics and diplomacy.

The book is in paperback and sells for $12. Copies may be picked up 
at the church office.  

The fellowship’s first meeting for the new Fall term will be Wednesday, 
Sept. 5, and the location remains the Classic Residence, 7501 E. Thomp-
son Peak Parkway. The fellowship will meet at 7:30 a.m. the first and 
third Wednesdays of each month.

September 2007 • Pinnacle Vistas	 11
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Three PPC Youth Attend Triennium
Three Pinnacle youth — Lauren Leinweber, Julia LeClaire and Em-

ily Mitchell — attended the Presbyterian Youth Triennium in July.
Every three years the Presbyterian Church (USA), Cumberland Pres-

byterian Church and Cumberland Presbyterian Church in America 
gather together thousands of young people for worship, Bible Study and 
recreation at the Presbyterian Youth Triennium, otherwise known as 
PYT.

The 2007 Triennium was held July 17-22 at Purdue University in West 
Lafayette, Ind. Lauren, Julia and Emily say they had a wonderful time.

“The part of Triennium that stuck with me the most.” Lauren says, 
“was definitely the energy that seemed to travel among the group of 
campers, counselors and speakers. During worship there was such an 
amazing sense of excitement. Everyone was thrilled to be there and wor-
ship together. Especially during the praise songs, everyone seemed to be 
giving themselves to the Lord through their energy and exhilaration. I 
loved this aspect of Triennium because it helped me to realize and ex-
press my feelings and prayers.”

All of the girls are excited about sharing their experiences with you. 
Feel free to ask them about the Triennium, and watch the church Web 
site for more photos and ref lections.

Lauren Leinweber, Emily Mitchell and Julia LeClaire at the 2007 Triennium.

PPC Bids farewell to the Corbetts

Clockwise from top: Charter members recalled the early days of the 
church at the Aug. 12 farewell; gifts presented to the Corbetts; cover of the 
scrapbooks given to the Corbetts; and farewell handshakes.

Stay in touch The 
Corbetts will be at 
home at 1906 McKinley 
St., Honolulu, HI 96822. 
You can e-mail them at 
corbettlw@aol.com.
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Don’t forget to visit us 
online for the latest 
information about 
Pinnacle Presbyterian 
Church. You’ll find 
regularly updated 
calendars, activity 
listings and photos of 
events.

on the web

iTUNES PODCAST 
Now you can log onto 
the iTunes Music Store 
and subscribe to the 
free PPC Sermon 
Podcast to have 
them automatically 
downloaded to your 
computer or iPod. 
Search for “Pinnacle 
Presbyterian.”

Vistas Online Also, 
you can download 
PDF versions of this 
and previous issues of 
Pinnacle Vistas. Print 
them or e-mail them to 
share with your friends 
and family.

Find out more about 
all of this by going to 
pinnaclepres.org. — Mac

nity of people and you are needed here at Pin-
nacle during these days ahead. Now is the time 
to use your gifts in strong and courageous ways 
to get the congregation through transition.

‘I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; 
do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God 
is with you wherever you go.’ - Joshua 1:9

In faith we move forward as a people of 
God....

LETTER From page 2	

Picnic Celebrates 
Fall Church School 

We are having our last single service Sunday, 
Sept. 9, so that everyone can join us for a pic-
nic at 11 a.m. Kids can enjoy snow cones, face 
painting, bouncers, and arts and crafts. 

For families going to the Diamondbacks game 
that afternoon, stop by for lunch before head-
ing down to the ballpark. No RSVP is needed, 
but we are looking for volunteers to bring side 
dishes, donate drinks, and help with the event. 
Please call Becca Hamilton at 480.473.7558 for 
more information or to volunteer.

Get the Early Scoop Here’s what’s hap-
pening in September church school:

 Three- and 4-year-olds will learn about cre-
ation and how God made the world.

Kindergarteners find out that God made us 
special and wants us to care for our world.

First-4th graders will learn about King David.
Fifth-6th graders begin a journey through the 

Old Testament by meeting Abraham and Sarah.

Join In And Make Some 
Music Starting This Fall

Whether you’re a child, youth or adult, Pin-
nacle has a music program for you. 

The Chancel Choir, the adult choir which 
performs during Sunday worship services, be-
gins another season with its annual fall retreat 
from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8.

If you are interested in joining the choir, this 
would be a perfect opportunity. Contact Brent 
Hylton at the church for more details.

The Pinnacle Pealers, the adult handbell 
choir, begins its season in early September. If 
you’re interested in ringing with a wonderful 
group of adults, contact Marilyn Hylton at the 
church.

For children and youth, Club Wed! begins 
on Wednesday, Sept. 12. If you are interested in 
any of the children or youth singing or ringing 
choirs, please contact the Hyltons at the church.

The Pinnacle Pealers perform during a worship service in the spring.

REgistration

Wednesday night 
music Registration 
for Club Wed! is now 
underway. Please fill out 
a registration form and 
bring it or mail it to the 
church office.

All those participating 
in singing or ringing 
musical ensembles 
need to register.  
Club Wed! begins 
Wednesday, Sept, 12th.

Registration forms 
may be downloaded 
from the Events page 
on the church Web 
site, pinnaclepres.org, 
or contact the church 
office.
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Installation Set for Sept. 23
Our new Associate Pastor, Kristin Willett, will 

be ordained and installed on Sept. 23.
The service will take place at 3 p.m. in the Sanc-

tuary, with a reception afterwards in the Fellowship 
Hall.

Pastors and Elders from around the Valley will 
be participating in this service, and we invite you 
all to attend. Kristin Willett

Youth Kicks Off Year With Dinner

New Meeting Times for Youth Groups
The Junior and Senior High Youth Groups will be meeting at different 

times this year.
Junior High will meet from 5:30-7:15 p.m., and Senior High will meet 

from 6:30-8:15. The groups will have separate discussion and game 
times, but join together for dinner and fellowship.

The first youth group meeting will be Sunday, Sept. 16.

The Junior and Senior High Kick-
off will be from 5-7 p.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 9.

All 7th-12th graders and their 
families are invited to dinner and 
to learn more about the Youth pro-
grams and events that will offered at 
Pinnacle during this upcoming aca-
demic year.

Additional information and reg-
istration materials will be sent out. 
If you have any questions or con-
cerns, please call Kristin Willett at 
the church office, 480.585.9448. We 
hope to see you there.Youth at last year’s ”Tacky Prom.”

Grab Your Mug ’n Muffin
Come have a cup of 

coffee and a devotion-
al lesson with other 
moms of young chil-
dren. Mug ’n Muffin 
starts its third year on 
a new day – Wednesday 
– starting Sept. 5, in 
Room 2 of Fellowship 
Hall.

This group meets 
on the first and third 
Wednesday of each 
month. Childcare is provided in the sanctuary nursery so you can enjoy 
a little time alone.

Give yourself a much needed break and join other moms while enrich-
ing your Christian faith and sharing joys and concerns of everyday life. 

Mug ’n Muffin starts at 9:30 a.m. and finishes around 11:15. Please 
call Katy Schafer, M.Div., with any questions, 480.513.0942. 

For seniors PPC Nursery Opens 
Separate Infant Room

Starting Sunday, Sept. 9, our childcare fa-
cilities will include an infant only room.

It will be located in the portion of the Cry 
Room that has access to the nursery hallway. 
This will provide a safer environment for our 
infants and toddlers.

Sign-in procedures and access to the pagers 
will remain the same.

Please contact Liz Giovanoni, Childcare Su-
pervisor, or Shelly Core, Director of Children’s 
Ministries, if you have any questions or con-
cerns.

SAGE resumes 
Senior Adults Gaining 
Enrichment, or SAGE, 
resumes on Wednesday, 
Sept. 5, with our 
continued look at the 
Prophets. Isaiah is our 
current topic. 

Join us in the Chapel 
Conference Room from 
noon to 1:30 p.m. for 
some food ($5), fun and 
fellowship (free), as well 
as Bible Study (priceless).
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PPC Families make a splash

Pinnacle kids gathered 
on the Green on Aug. 
7 for a bit of watery 
relief from the heat. 
They played Biblical-
based water games, 
then enjoyed ice cream 
as they dried off. Look 
for more events for 
children, youth and 
families elsewhere in 
this month’s Vistas.

Fall Learning Opportunities
DVD Religion Lectures Now Available In The Church Library 

This spring a wonderful gift was made to our church library: 13 DVD 
courses having to do with religious studies from The Teaching Company. 
Courses include: Great World Religions, The Old Testament, The New 
Testament, Luther: Gospel Law & Reformation and more. Check out 
this collection next time you’re in the Chapel Conference Room.

Find your Joy By identifying your Gifts 

and Passions In each of us is a joyful, authen-
tic “Self” waiting to be released. Part of finding 
this person is to identify and understand our God-
given gifts and passions. This four-week seminar 
will help you find your gifts and passions through 
what is taught, discussed and some simple tests. 
Instructing will be Rod Houston, who introduced the gifts program to 150 
people in 15 classes in his previous church. He promises lively discussion 
and lots of fun in the journey to finding your joy. The class meets at 11 a.m. 
Sundays, Sept. 23 and 30, and Oct. 7 and 14, in Fellowship Hall Room 1.

Middle East Discussion Group Moslems, Jews and Christians 
lived peacefully for centuries in the land of Palestine. To-
day, an eight-meter-tall wall separates communities as a 
physical reminder of broken relationships. Spray-painted 
on the wall are the words from John 11: 35: “Jesus wept.” 
Over the next nine months, this discussion group will 
read several books that offer great insight into the cur-
rent situation. The first book will be The Lemon Tree: An 
Arab, A Jew and The Heart of The Middle East by Sandy Tolan. The group 
meets the third Thursday of each month beginning at 7 p.m. Sept. 20, in 
Fellowship Hall Room 1.

Family As Forming Center Here is a four-week opportunity for par-
ents to explore and share the role of “Family” in spiritual formation. The 
class meets four Wednesday evenings, 6-7 p.m., beginning Sept. 26. Fa-
cilitated by Karen Spessard, it will use the book Family the Forming Center, 
by Marjorie Thompson, for discovery and discussion of forming a sacred 
shelter within the context of family life.

Sign up for any of the 
classes by calling the 
church office or visiting 
a table on the West 
Terrace on Sundays.

REgistration


